Draft only (May 2011)
Disability Awareness Sunday – 3rd Sunday in June
Preface
Disability Awareness Sunday is the third Sunday in June, 19th June in 2011, and as it happens to be Trinity Sunday this year, you may want to consider another Sunday to celebrate Disability Awareness.  
This resource is a first draft and feedback is welcome on it.  Specifically what was helpful and what was unhelpful about it and suggestions for improvement.  We are particularly keen to hear from clergy and lay people responsible for worship and people connected with the disability community. 

As a person with a disability who is now an Anglican priest, on Disability Awareness Sunday my preference is to preach from the readings of the day rather than have specific readings.  Questions I ask to start with: What are these readings saying about disability and our common humanity?  This approach requires a certain knowledge and experience of disability as well knowing the congregation.   This approach is not always helpful for people wanting to celebrate Disability Awareness Sunday but who have limited knowledge and experience of disability.  
There are a number of resources in the community that one could use for Disability Awareness Sunday; however, these need to be adapted.  This resource provides scriptural sentences, collects, two sets of readings, and a few resources that may be useful to look at in your preparation.

Introduction
Many people with disabilities have difficulty with the church because at times the initial response they receive is to pray for healing of disability. While acknowledging the importance of the healing ministry, it is not helpful to focus on it exclusively as a response to disability. It can lead to misunderstanding and be a barrier for people with disability who need to know that they are loved and accepted by God and the community of faith. People with disability are part of the body of Christ and are to be encouraged to be involved in ministry in whatever ways are possible.   
There are some accounts of healing in these suggested readings and I would urge people preparing this material to see what the significance is of these events in terms of people being accepted and able to fully participate in the community again. Christ came to restore both the person and the community to wholeness.    
The important messages on Disability Awareness Sunday are that people with disabilities are part of our faith communities and all of us together are called into the ministry of spreading the Good News of Christ, who does indeed break down the walls that divide.  God can use us whoever we are if we are willing to answer the call of Christ.  
Contributions to this resource have come from some people in the Disability, Spirituality and Faith Network Aotearoa New Zealand.
Rev’d Vicki Terrell

Lections: 

Sentences:  
We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.  2 Corinthians 4:6-7

But Christ said to me “My grace is sufficient for you for power is made perfect in weakness” … so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

Collect: 
Loving God, 

Give us courage to embrace our humanity with its many gifts and struggles. 

Show us how our weaknesses can become opportunities for Your power to shine through our lives. 

In the name of Jesus who broke through death and lives with you and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Other suitable collects: 
Pentecost 8:1; Pentecost 12:2; Pentecost 23:2, in A New Zealand Prayer Book / He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, 1989
   

Readings: 

Theme: Being made in the image of God

Psalm 139

Genesis 1:26-27 We are created in God's image
OR 2 Samuel 9:1-13: Mephibosheth sits at the Kings table
2 Cor 4:5-12 Treasure in Earthen Vessels
John 9:1-4 Being blind not result of sin OR
Luke 22:14-20 Through brokenness there is redemption

Theme: We all have a part to play in Ministry

Psalm 103:1-13 The Lord knows our frame

Exodus 3:1-6; 9-12; 4:10-17
Romans 12:1-8(9-13) Different gifts OR

I Corinthians 12:12-26 The body of Christ

Mark 2:1-4 His friends lowered him down through the roof

Other Resources:
“Oh Light” An anthology of writings and reflections to enrich the spirit edited Anna Gilkison, Disability, Spirituality and Faith Network, 2008.

(Compiled in part to provide some resources for Disability Sunday)

There are a number of Resources for Disability Awareness Sunday on the web 

Here are a couple of New Zealand organizations and sites that focus on Disability and Spirituality:

Disability, Spirituality and Faith, Aotearoa New Zealand (background thinking and resources on Disability, Spirituality and Faith from various perspectives) http://dsfnetwork.org/   

Christian Ministry with the Disabled (useful resources for including people in church-evangelical theology)

http://www.cmwdt.org.nz/index.html  

Statement on theology of Disability:  A Church of All and for All- An interim statement, from Ecumenical Disability Advocate Network, World Council of Churches. This is a quite an extensive document focusing on some of  theological issues regarding disability, There is some good thought provoking material in here, it was written by people inside the church with disabilities from a number of countries.  It comes from a disability rights perspective.  

 http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/just-and-inclusive-communities/people-with-disabilities-edan.html  
