


Mary MacKillop		8 August
Teacher
Mary MacKillop was born in Melbourne in 1842, the oldest of seven children of Scottish migrants to Australia. She was educated in private schools and by her father. The family were often in financial difficulties, and in order to help provide for them Mary took a job as a clerk and then as a teacher in Portland, Victoria. In 1860 she became governess to the children of an uncle by marriage in Penola, South Australia. She included in the educational work other poor children from the surrounding district. She also met Fr Julian Woods, the local priest, whose vast Catholic parish included many children in need of education. She could not do anything about that until she had helped her family by opening a boarding school in Portland. 
Fr Woods asked Mary and her sisters Annie and Lexie to start a Catholic school in Penola and the first St Joseph’s school was opened there in 1866 in an old stable. There were about 50 pupils. A distinctive feature of the school was that the education was free, and another feature was the value placed on music. Mary had long felt called to be a nun. Unable to find a suitable order, she and Fr Woods began their own, The Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart, in 1867, and by the end of the year there were ten other sisters who committed themselves to live in poverty and help educate the poor. They became popularly known as the Brown Joeys.
The order expanded rapidly, with schools in Adelaide in 1867 and then in Brisbane in 1869. By the end of that year there were over seventy sisters in the order. The work was not confined to schools, but included orphanages, children at risk, and work among the elderly and the chronically ill. A lot of their work was in the outback, where the nuns were prepared to share the hardships of local life. There was an unfortunate incident in 1871 when Bishop Sheil of Adelaide, who had approved the rules of the order, excommunicated Mary for “disobedience and defiance” and complained that they sang too much. She was reinstated in 1872. She never blamed the church leaders for what had happened. She went to Rome to seek papal approval for the rules of the order, and was granted this during a visit to Rome. 
Mary continued to have to contend with opposition to her work from some quarters, but she also had some strong supporters. The key issue was the independence of the order versus being subject to control by bishops and local clergy. Partly in response to this, the headquarters of the order moved from Adelaide to Sydney in 1883. Despite the difficulties, the order continued to expand vigorously. This included work in New Zealand, which Mary visited on several occasions. The first school in New Zealand was opened in Temuka in 1883. Other schools and institutions followed and the work continues into the present. Their schools and other institutions are to be found in all the Australian states and throughout New Zealand. The sisters also work in other places. 
Mary suffered from ill health especially in the latter part of her life. While in Rotorua on a visit to New Zealand in 1901 she was partially paralysed by a stroke. Thereafter she needed a wheelchair, though her mind and speech were unaffected. The continuing confidence of the sisters of the Order in her leadership was demonstrated by her being re-elected as Mother Superior-General in 1905. She died at the Mother House of the Order in Sydney on 8 August 1909. So revered was she that people kept coming to take earth from her grave, and her remains were eventually transferred to a vault in the chapel on what is now known as Mary MacKillop Place. Although moves were begun in 1925 to have her recognised as a saint, it was not until 1995 that Pope John Paul II formally beatified her during his visit to Australia. 
For further reading:  Paul Gardiner, Mary MacKillop: an extraordinary Australian: the authorised biography, Alexandria, N.S.W.: E.J. Dwyer, 1994. 
For Liturgical Use
Mary MacKillop was born in Melbourne in 1842. She became heavily involved in Catholic education of poor children in South Australia, and in 1867 set up an Order, The Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart, to further this work. The work expanded rapidly in many parts of Australia, and also in New Zealand where the first school was opened in 1883. The Order was not always popular with the authorities, but flourished nevertheless. Mary suffered a stroke while visiting Rotorua in 1901, but continued to run the Order till her death on 8 August 1909.
Sentence
Make known to me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 	Psalm 25:3
Collects
Gracious God,
you gave to your servant Mary MacKillop
a heart to teach and care for children.
We thank you for the good she and her order have done.
By your grace give us a like compassion for the poor
and a concern for the education of the young
that we all may learn to praise you with joyful hearts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessed are you, Jesus,
in Mary and her Brown Joeys;
who cared for the young
and taught them to sing your praises.
May we never put stumbling blocks in their way.
Psalms	119:1-8	119:33-40
Readings
Proverbs 2:1-11		Attentive to wisdom
Ephesians 4:14-16		Growing up into Christ
Matthew 18:1-5		Becoming like children
Post Communion Sentence
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom. 
				Colossians 3:16a




